
DRAFT BEST PRACTICES: Built Environment 12/7/2011

ID # City Name Plan/Policy Title Description Responsible Agency Budget Timeline Link

1 New York City
Plan NYC 2011: 

Brownfield Section
Increase participation in the NYC Brownfield Cleanup Program by 
partnering with lenders and insurers

Office of Environmental 
Remediation (OER) in 
partnership with financial 
institutions 

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

2 New York City Brownfields Section
Increase the capacity of small businesses and small and mid‐size 
developers to conduct brownfield cleanup and redevelopment

OER, NYC Brownsfield 
Partnership

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

3 New York City Brownfields Section
Establish a brownfield pro bono referral program to provide 
inexperienced developers with advice on how to conduct 
investigations and cleanups

OER City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

4 New York City Brownfields Section
Establish a web‐based application that automates and streamlines 
the navigation of City cleanup programs

OER City Capital
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

5 New York City Brownfields Section
Build upon existing state and federal collaborations to improve the 
City’s brownfield programs

OER, State Dept. of 
Environmental 
Conservation, EPA

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

6 New York City Brownfields Section Develop a pilot program for environmental lien forgiveness OER City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

7 New York City Brownfields Section
Leverage the NYC Brownfield Cleanup Program to establish funding 
and other incentives for cleanup and redevelopment

OER City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

8 New York City Brownfields Section Establish 25 NYC Community Brownfield Planning Districts (CBPDs) OER City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

9 New York City Brownfields Section
Conduct a study to identify best management practices for 
community planners undertaking community brownfield planning 
efforts

OER, BOA Groups State Funding
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

10 New York City Brownfields Section
Establish an online document repository for NYC BCP project 
information

OER, New York Public 
Library

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

11 New York City Brownfields Section
Encourage the use of recycled concrete aggregate (RCA) as 
substitute for conventional backfill material

OER, Department of 
Sanitation

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

12 New York City Brownfields Section
Develop tree‐based phytoremediation approach for end‐of‐cleanup 
polishing

OER, Department of Parks 
and Rec (DPR)

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

13 New York City Brownfields Section
Create design for state‐of‐the‐art community gardens on 
remediated brownfields

OER, DPR, NY Restoration 
Project

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

14 Baltimore

The Baltimore 
Sustainability Plan: 
Pollution Prevention 

Section

Aggressively promote the redevelopment of Brownfield sites: 
Responsible clean up and redevelopment minimizes environmental 
and health hazards, increases the City’s tax base, and serves as an 
engine for smart growth

Department of Planning 
with Baltimore 
Development Corporation 
(BDC), Private Sector

Federal Funds, 
State Funds, City 

Funds
Ongoing

http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

1 New York City

Plan NYC 2011: 
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Launch Greener, Greater Communities pilot
Office of Long‐Term 
Planning and Sustainability 
(OLTPS)

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

2 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Provide financing for over 30,000 units with energy efficiency and 
sustainability requirements by 2014

HPD
City Capital and/or 
Federal Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

3 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Promote and expand NYC Green House education initiative to 
encourage multifamily building owners to retrofit their buildings

HPD
City Operating 
and/or Federal 

Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf
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4 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Conduct six Green Owners Nights annually for small and medium‐
sized building owners on best practices on green energy, water, 
materials, and community issues

HPD
City Operating 
and/or Federal 

Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

5 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Create multi‐phase Energy Performance Contracting Program to 
scale up energy efficiency measures

New York City Housing 
Authority (NYCHA)

NYCHA
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

6 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Increase the amount of NYCHA Resident Green Teams from 37 to 43 
and better connect them with surrounding communities

NYCHA NYCHA
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

7 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Explore incorporating more stormwater retention efforts into 
NYCHA sites

Department of 
Environmental Protections 
(DEP), NYCHA

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

8 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Proactively conduct field studies in 1,000 buildings at risk for 
distress or decline

HPD
City Operating 
and/or Federal 

Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

9 New York City
Plan NYC 2011: Parks 
and Public Space 

Section

Conduct a study to determine best practices for promoting 
biodiversity in green roof design and construction

DPR City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

10 New York City
Parks and Public 
Space Section

Develop a framework to comprehensively address landscape issues 
on buildings sites in city codes and regulations

OLTPS City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

11 New York City
Parks and Public 
Space Section

Create green standards for city government building site 
development and renovations

Department of Design and 
Construction (DDC)

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

12 Baltimore

The Baltimore 
Sustainability Plan: 

Resource 
Conservation Section

Require aggressive energy efficiency standards as part of the 
Baltimore Green Building Standards: Incorporate energy efficiency 
building standards into the original green building standards for 
commercial and multi‐use projects over 10,000 sq ft that Baltimore 
is creating. Making a building energy efficient is most cost‐effective 
when done during initial construction.

Department of Planning 
with Green Building 
Consulting Team, Housing 
and Community 
Development (HCD), 
Baltimore Office of 
Sustainability (BOS)

Cost‐Neutral Short‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

13 Baltimore
Resource 

Conservation Section

Improve the energy efficiency of existing homes and buildings: 
Home weatherization is one of the most cost‐effective ways to 
improve energy efficiency. Consideration should be given to a range 
of policies and programs, including the use of financial incentives 
when appropriate. Priority should be given to low‐income and 
public housing structures.

Department of Planning 
with BOS, Mayor and City 
Council, Commission on 
Historic and Architectural 
Preservation (CHAP), Civic 
Works, Baltimore Gas and 
Electric (BGE)

State and Federal 
Funds; Grant 
Programs

Short‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

14 Baltimore
Resource 

Conservation Section

Mandate efficiency upgrades to homes at point of sale: Mandating 
efficiency improvements to bring buildings into compliance with 
current codes at the point of sale can help ensure that buyers are 
investing in a property that uses resources affordably and 
efficiently.

Department of Planning 
with BCS, Mayor & City 
Council, CHAP, Live 
Baltimore, Real Estate 
Organizations

Funding Analysis 
Needed

Mid‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

15 Baltimore
Resource 

Conservation Section

Preserve, reuse, and recycle buildings and related materials: 
Preserving buildings can reduce construction and demolition waste 
sent to landfills and conserve natural resources. There are also 
markets to reuse and recycle deconstructed building materials. The 
City should consider requiring a “Resource Preservation Plan” from 
development teams for projects requiring the deconstruction or 
demolition of existing buildings.

Department of Planning 
with BOS, CHAP, Loading 
Dock, NGOs, Business 
Partners

Cost‐Neutral Short‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf
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16 Baltimore

The Baltimore 
Sustainability Plan: 
Education and 

Awareness Section

Build and retrofit green school buildings: Green buildings are less 
costly to operate, healthier for students and teachers, better for our 
environment, and more inspiring places to learn.

Department of Planning 
with City Schools

State and Federal 
Funds

Long‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

17 Baltimore
Education and 

Awareness Section

Adopt a green facilities management guide: Implement best 
management practices regarding energy conservation, water 
conservation, waste generation, purchasing, and green cleaning 
practices to reduce the operational costs of Baltimore City schools 
and make them healthier environments.

Department of Planning 
with City Schools

Cost‐Neutral Mid‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

18 Philadelphia
Greenworks 

Philadelphia: Energy 
Section

Develop Energy‐Efficiency Building Guidelines    **UPDATE: To meet 
the needs of business and home owners, in 2010 the City of 
Philadelphia and its partners in the Metropolitan Caucus launched 
EnergyWorks, a comprehensive retrofit program designed to 
accelerate the growth of a robust private retrofit market in the five‐
county region. By providing technical expertise, below market‐rate 
financing, and quality assurance all under one roof, EnergyWorks 
makes energy retrofits affordable and easy to navigate.**

Licensing and Inspections 
(L&I) with Office of 
Planning and the Mayor's 
Office of Sustainability 
(MOS)

2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

19 Philadelphia Energy Section
Fast Track LEED‐Certified and Energy Fast Track LEED‐Certified and 
Energy Efficient Buildings

L&I 2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

20 Philadelphia Energy Section

Expand Current Low‐Income Housing Weatherization Efforts   
**UPDATE: Since the beginning of 2010, the Energy Coordinating 
Agency (ECA) and the Philadelphia Housing Development 
Corporation have completed over 2,300 retrofits through the 
Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP).**

Philadelphia Housing 
Development Corporation 
(PHDC) with Office of 
Housing and Community 
Development (OHCD)

2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

21 Philadelphia Energy Section Build Energy‐Efficiency into Public and Low‐Income Housing

Philadelphia Housing 
Authority (PHA) with the 
Redevelopment Authority 
(RDA) and OHCD

2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

22 Philadelphia
Greenworks 

Philadelphia: Equity 
Section

Require Roofs that Receive Tax Credit to be Able to Capture First 
Inch of Rainfall

City Council with the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD)

2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

23 Philadelphia Equity Section Extend Green Roof Tax Credit to Residential Buildings City Council with PWD 2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

24 Philadelphia Equity Section Create Building Code Guidance for Green Roofs L&I with PWD 2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

25 Philadelphia Equity Section

Install green roofs on public buildings where possible  **UPDATE: 
The Philadelphia Water Department, in partnership with the School 
District of Philadelphia, installed green infrastructure at the 
Kensington Creative and Performing Arts School (CAPA). Kensington 
CAPA boasts a porous pavement parking area, underground 
detention and infiltration facilities, rain gardens, green roofs 
covering 50% of the roof area, and rainwater cisterns for reuse.**

Public Property, PWD, 
MOS

Ongoing
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

26 Chicago

Chicago Climate 
Action Plan: Energy 
Efficient Buildings 

Section

Retrofit 50% of commercial and industrial building stock
http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/filebin/pdf/finalreport/CCAP
REPORTFINALv2.pdf
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27 Chicago
Energy Efficient 
Buildings Section

Improve efficiency of 50 % of residential buildings to achieve a 30% 
reduction in energy used

http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/filebin/pdf/finalreport/CCAP
REPORTFINALv2.pdf

28 Chicago
Energy Efficient 
Buildings Section

Require all building renovations to meet green standards
http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/filebin/pdf/finalreport/CCAP
REPORTFINALv2.pdf

29 Chicago
Energy Efficient 
Buildings Section

Increase rooftop gardens to total of 6,000 buildings citywide and 
plant an estimated 1 million trees

http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/filebin/pdf/finalreport/CCAP
REPORTFINALv2.pdf

30 Chicago
Energy Efficient 
Buildings Section

Low‐income families spend up to 20% of their income on energy 
costs, partner with programs and foundations that aid in reducing 
building operating costs for low‐income residents

http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/filebin/pdf/finalreport/CCAP
REPORTFINALv2.pdf

1 New York City

Plan NYC 2011: 
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Continue to apply Inclusionary Housing Program in rezonings that 
encourage substantial new housing development 

Department of City 
Planning (DCP), Housing 
Preservation and 
Development (HPD)

City Operating 
and/or Federal 

Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

2 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Identify additional amendments to zoning to facilitate grocery 
stores in communities with food access needs

DCP City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

3 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Continue to create opportunities for denser development in transit‐
accessible areas, in large rezonings

DCP City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

4 New York City
Housing and 

Neighborhoods 
Section

Explore new housing models to promote smart growth and serve 
smaller households

HPD, DCP, Department of 
Buildings (DOB)

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

5 Philadelphia Equity Section Change Zoning Code to require more tree screening
Zoning Code Commission 
(ZCC) with Planning

2011
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

6 Philadelphia Equity Section Revise the Zoning Code Regarding Trees for Surface Parking Lots ZCC with Parks & Rec 2010
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

1 New York City
Plan NYC 2011: Parks 
and Public Space 

Section
Complete construction of 13 plazas

Department of 
Transportation (DOT)

City Operating, 
City Capital, State 
Funding, Federal 

Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

2 New York City
Parks and Public 
Space Section

Install 500 benches throughout the city DOT
City Operating 
and/or Federal 

Funding

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

3 New York City
Parks and Public 
Space Section

Release recommendations to further streamline the permitting 
process for sidewalk cafés

Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services 
(DCAS), Mayor's Office of 
Contract Services (MOCS)

City Operating
http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

4 New York City
Parks and Public 
Space Section

Complete 80 greenstreets per year DEP, DPR, DOT
Water and sewer 
bond proceeds

http://nytelecom.vo.llnwd.net/o15/agencies/planyc2030/pdf/plany
c_2011_planyc_full_report.pdf

ZONING/DENSITY

PUBLIC REALM
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5 Baltimore
The Baltimore 

Sustainability Plan: 
Cleanliness

Transform vacant lots from liabilities to assets that provide social 
and environmental benefits: Return abandoned properties to 
productive use. Expedite the return of the roughly 10,000 vacant 
properties which the City owns to productive use through the 
Baltimore Land Bank. The Land Bank structure will streamline the 
process for selling City property by reducing redundant approvals, 
providing flexibility in recruiting and hiring professional staff and 
vendors, adopting sales policies and priorities with input from 
various stakeholders, and reducing the time needed for 
consolidating development parcels.

Department of Planning 
with Baltimore Land Bank 
Advisory Board

Funding Analysis 
Needed

Mid‐term
http://www.dooconsulting.net/pdf/ref_bar/about/051509_BCS‐
001SustainabilityReport.pdf

6 Philadelphia
Greenworks 

Philadelphia: Equity 
Section

Use Green Infrastructure Methods on City Streets PWD Ongoing
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

7 Philadelphia Equity Section Transform Vacant Land
RDA with OHCD and Parks 
& Rec

Ongoing
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

8 Philadelphia Equity Section Increase Access to Fresh Food by Leveraging Vacant Land  RDA with MOS
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

9 Philadelphia
Greenworks 
Philadelphia: 

Economy Section
Investment in Public Property Management Systems Public Property 2010

http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

10 Philadelphia Economy Section Improve Road Maintenance and Upgrade Bridges Streets Ongoing
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf

11 Philadelphia Economy Section
Acknowledge Climate Change in Infrastructure Planning   
**UPDATE: In spring 2011, the City installed its first porous 
pavement on Percy Street in South Philadelphia.**

Planning with MOS Ongoing
http://www.phila.gov/green/greenworks/pdf/Greenworks_OnlineP
DF_FINAL.pdf
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